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week. A copy in English appeared in this sale and brought 
$130.00, while the "Triumph of Law," the one printed on July 
20, brought $45.00. 

At this same sale, what purported to be a complete set of 
Hutchings Magazine brought $260.00. 

California prints have not been as much sought after 
during the past season as books and manuscripts, and but few 
noteworthy sales have been effected. A considerable number 
have appeared in auction rooms, including an especially fine 
collection at the American Art Association in March 1922. At 
this sale the well-known view of a stage on the California- 
Oregon route, with a view of Mt. Shasta in the background, 
sold for $230.00 ; but generally speaking, none of the other 
views brought anything more than very ordinary prices. 

During the season a try-out was made of the San Fran- 
cisco market by a sale February 4, which was stated in the 
foreword to contain no "junk." However, if it contained no 
junk it contained no item of any particular interest. Never- 
theless the sale was well attended and the books brought very 
fair prices. 

_ 4. 



NEW CALIFORNIA BOOKS 

History of the San Francisco Committee of Vigilance of 
1851. A study of Social Control on the California Frontier 
in the days of the Gold Rush. By Mary Floyd Williams, 
Ph.D. Berkeley, Cal. : (University of California Press) 
1921. In two volumes. 

In the early days of San Francisco the conditions prevailing 
and the circumstances surrounding its development did not 
essentially differ from those of many other primitive western 
settlements. Governments were formed ; courts, banks, churches, 
schools and similar institutions were established ; sand hills 
were reduced and lands reclaimed ; streets and wharves were 
constructed ; commercial and mercantile operations were ex- 
tended in all directons ; some domestic life was assumed and 
society was gradually brought to some degree of unity. 



ioo CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY 

The population itself was the most remarkable that ' has 
ever been assembled at one time. Much of it was transient 
and unsettled in character. It was pre-eminently a survival of 
the fittest, and as varied in its features as was the complexion 
of the coat of that ancient Semite who sometime governed 
Egypt. In it were men of many nationalities and of all voca- 
tions. Assimilation was not necessary as common purpose and 
interest had brought them together, and whatever may have 
been the individual ambition, they one and all possessed alike 
the same spirit. The equalities of social distinctions were easy 
and the lines were not too tightly strained. 

In this singular flotsam and jetsam of shifting population, 
it is not strange that differences of opinion should have arisen, 
and less strange that they should have been upon the subject 
of public morals. Society had experienced a few rude shocks 
from the misguided efforts of certain gentlemen who were 
known by the somewhat undignified name of "Hounds." Their 
labors were not generally appreciated, and in 1851, when vio- 
lence and outlawry had reached a climax, the reputable and 
substantial members of the populace organized the great popular 
tribunal, the "Vigilance Committee." Of its history there have 
been many fugitive and fragmentary accounts, but none have 
been systematic. 

In her notable work "The History of the Vigilance Com- 
mittee of 1851," Mary Floyd Williams has treated the subject 
with consummate ability and rare genius. Herself a Californian, 
and rich in her heritage of Californian antecedents and tradi- 
tions, it is happily befitting that she should have undertaken 
this task. 

The earlier of the two volumes in contents is entirely docu- 
mentary. This great mass of official papers had lain dormant 
and intact for many years. With infinite patience Miss Wil- 
liams has arranged them chronologically, edited them and added 
many footnotes of a most satisfactory character. 

The second volume is properly the history of this organi- 
zation gathered from all of the existing sources. Entirely 
original work, it is more than a history of the Vigilance Com- 
mittee. It includes naturally, a history of the formation of 
society in San Francisco ; the incoming population after the 
Conquest ; the establishment of a legal government ; the activi- 
ties of the predatory members of the body politic ; the corrupt 
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officials and the threatened collapse of the law; the organiza- 
tion of the Committee and the attention that it gave to villains 
in all vestments ; its acts and their consequences. All of th6se 
are treated in logical clearness and with sane deduction. To 
the general history are appended several chapters devoted to the 
sequential of the work of the Committee and of its successors of 
1856 and 1877. The author has thoughtfully included a biblio- 
graphy of unusual character, and each volume contains an 
admirable index. 

The literary style is excellent and the scope of English 
has more than usual latitude. While rigid in its historical pro- 
portions, the author has happily and successfully eliminated 
the painful aridity that dessicates many works of history, and 
the volume easily permits fluent reading. Moreover, Miss 
Williams has a keen sense of dramatic situations, and a very 
subtle humor which she has gracefully and humanely injected 
into her work. Some of the historical plots which she has 
graphically exposed might justifiably add new motifs to the 
sadly overworked plots of these days of crime and movies. 

We have had among us always, the prototypes of the 
biblical characters of Ishmael and Thomas, and in time doubt- 
less, both of them will bend their destructive and dubious ener- 
gies to the undoing of this work. But the contention can be 
neither formidable nor convincing. But few modern books 
have added much to Californian history, and of that minute 
number this work is one of the best and most readable that 
has been offered for many years. As an abiding authority its 
definite permanence is even now securely established. 

Robert Ernest Cowan. 
* 



Gold and Sunshine. Reminiscences of Early California. 
By Col. James J. Ayers. Boston: (Richard B. Badger), 1922. 

Many books of this class are overburdened with gener- 
alities. In his work, Col. Ayers has rather deftly avoided them, 
and happily for that end he had several distinct advantages. 
He arrived in San Francisco on the Laura Ann, in the autumn 
of 1849, and his recollections are those of a mature man. He 
completed his book in 1896, and naturally his perspective in the 



